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Taking their aim

Local archery club aids team
In pursuit of Paralympic glory

By Sean Auppart
Staff Wriler

A growp of tlented young athlstes
are parauang their Pealympic dreams
with o licthe help, from & South Bruns
wick clob.

The MNocth Jervey Mavigaiors, & mon-
prafit adaptivefwheelchale spon eam
for young pecple is imining once a
week o the WA-X0-BE Archery Club
o Hﬁ_ll.'l:' Hiodd for the Nationol Junior
Dasabelity Champicnship, w be held
Taly 19-Z7 & the Rulgers Uniwersity
campus in Piscataway this venr

The |Z-member team, composed of

athlsdes mnging in age from 5 o 17, has
been sponsored by the growp and re-
cervies coachang from its members,

“They cantacted us i the middle of
the summer in 2007, and we immediaze-
ly embraced them and took them imo
the club,” WA-XO-BE President Ken
Bagala said. "The kids didn't have any
archery expencnce when Wbhey came in,
and we khad 1o change some of our sgral-
el Tor them. Use kvl needed a modi-
fied bow, things like that, but we make
it wark for them. At the end of the day i)
1% &0l bagic archery,”

Ser AW, Page 44

Stafl pngeo by John Heatig

Mlex Choma, a 50-year archer, demonsirates bo Gianfranco lannotta (right] the
praper grip.
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Jim Westly prepares 1o fire,

Aim

Staff pholns By S Keating

Above, Jerson Calderon retrieves his arrows; below, Jimmy Cue-
vas holps Crystal Orihuela with posture.

Continued from Page 1A

The MNatbosal Jumior Diss-
Bility  Champiosship  games
were first playsd in 1984, and
take place ot a different bocation
svery vear, This is the first time
the BIDC hag metumed 1o New
Fersey simce 2001, and &t is the
third time the Garden Stare has
plaved host 1o the event.

Oualifiers for the evenr will
be bheld on May 17.

Much like the Psn Am
Camed can provile a CTRITE
ground for Olympic hopefuls,
the MIDC can do ihe same for
athletes imtefested in the Para
lymipie Crames

Evenis af the gnmes are ar-

chery, mack, field, pentathbon,
swimeming, teble tenmis, 3-on-3
wheelchair basketball and
weightlafiing. Athletes must be
Betaeen 7 andd 21 years old.

Lasi year, &t the NIDC in
Spokane, Wash,, the Navigasors
nefled T gold, 36 silver, and 16
bronze medals. The effon
carmed them second place over-
all for leams consisting of niee
o 23 members,

While the competition is
stromg among the kids, Maviga
tor coséh Isabe] Coevas, mather
of tcam member Jim Cuevas,
said that just baving an opports
Ay o be on the team has
meamnt 50 much for her child and

Lheir famaly,

“Lhing mto sports, baving
practices (0 go ©, and heing
around all these kids just being
kids. It"s wonderfal,” Ms. Cue-
vas s, "They leam thar they
don’t have i just look &t them
selves as & kid in a wheelchair =

Mz Coevas” husband, Jim-
my, 15 the team's hesd cosch
Their som Jim, 17, has been an
athlelr on the team since the
eighth grade.

Fim sadd he has high ambi-
toms for kis athletic career

"1 want o g b the Pary-
Iympica. 1 baven't decided whar
event though,™ he sxid. “At first
I wanted w do track. 1 ron the

00, 800, 1,500 and 5,000 me-
Ber races.”

Jim also echoed kis moth-
er's thoughts on what the team
has meant o him.

“Evervone on it is my
frend, 1t makes § moee fua,”
Jim said.

The Mavigaors saff coo
gigis completely of vodunteers
und the team muns on valumbesr
wark, sponsorships and dona-
ins

If you have a child thae yoo
would like o gt invalved in
the peam, ar woubd like to make
a donation. you casm do so by
contacung Jimmy Cuevas al
HFl-435- 1588



